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Hauran which drains the hills and runs into the Euphrates
Valley. The wells at El Jid and the wells at Rutbah
are both situated in the same system of watercourses
which wind about in the hills in a complex way and
unite in the Hauran* In summer time the Wadi
Hauran is dry on the surface, but in the rainy season
the wadi itself and its numerous tributaries are streaked
and fretted with pale blue. You will practically always
see several dozen to several hundred of the dark goat-
skin Arab tents pitched along the edge of the wadi.
Now and then amongst the meaner tents you see a
larger one which belongs to a sheikh. The tribes come
to the Wadi Hauran for water and grazing, and not
infrequently squabble about the wells and water-holes.
This they have done since the beginning of time.
During our journey down the hill towards the
Euphrates we keep crossing shallow north-eastward
draining wadis which are all bent towards the Euphrates.
They are broader and less eroded than the wadis running
into the Jordan cleft on the westward face of the great
plateau. Soon after leaving Rutbah the Wadi Amej
is crossed. You may then follow over the sloping plain
for 40 miles till you come to a large elliptical mud
flat around which as far as you can see grow bushes of
prickly camel-thorn. Away to the south there have
always been visible lines of low flat-topped hills, but
as you continue towards the Mesopotamian plain they
become less prominent Just after you have passed
through another range of quite low hills from which
the Wadi Muhammadi drains towards the Euphrates,
you may see far away on the north-eastern horizon the
faint rim of dull green that marks the line of the river
itself*

